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Editor's Note: The following prophetic bulletin was originally written by
John PaulJackson, founder of Streams Ministries International
(streamsministries.com), in August 2008. He later released it publicly at
the prompting of his board—not knowing how relevant it would be at
that time. Jackson says of the bulletin: 'When I first wrote it, little did I
know the events that were soon to happen concerning Todd Bentley,
the Gulf hurricanes, Russia's invasion of Georgia, the trains that would
collide near Los Angeles, Sarah Palm's nomination and the stir that
would cause, or September lSth's stock market plunge. All of these are
early elements of what the Lord called The Coming Perfect Storm." We
reprint the bulletin here in order to give it as wide a circulation as
possible. At the end you can click to read Jackson's comments about
dealing with tough times and his list of six things you should keep in
mind as you weather the storm.

The Coming Perfect Storm
By John Paul Jackson
For those of you who have followed this ministry,
you have heard me say more than once during the
past eight years that from 2009 or 2010, things will
become very difficult. I have been praying and
hoping that what I am about to write may be
averted. However, I am now concerned that without prophetic people
speaking up, we will not play our redemptive part in bringing change for
the good.
Five Elements of the Brewing Perfect Storm
As in the movie The Perfect Storm, the storm I see coming to the United
States is a combination of more than one element, and when the
elements unite, the storm becomes exponentially more dangerous.
However, unlike the movie, this storm is not just a storm of merging
weather patterns. This storm is worse. It involves five different
elements: religion, politics, economics, war and geophysical events.
At times these five elements will be so intertwined that it will be difficult,
if not impossible, to distinguish which events are driving a particular
manifestation of the storm. Massive problems in these five areas will
come often, or in combination, and sometimes repeatedly. Each
element has potentially several events that will have national and
international ripple effects. Some ripples will be worse than others,
depending on where you live and how you make your living. Different
areas of the United States will experience different seventies. Some will

experience more economic elements, others more geophysical
elements; some will experience all elements. Remember, it is the
combination and the rapidity that will make the storm problematic.
Also, this does not mean all five elements will hit at the most
devastating levels. For example, on a scale of 1-10, with 10 being the
worst, one element may strike at a six while another strikes at an eight.
It is the particular combinations of elements--the proximity of each
element as well as the intensity of each element--that will make this
storm so difficult and seem to last so long. This storm will not be shortlived; it will come in waves, one after another.
Why Is the Storm Coming?
This storm is coming because the church (the body of Christ) is no
longer the backbone of this nation. From our inception, the Christian
faith has been the plumb line of decisions made at all levels of life. The
Christian founding of this nation is what makes it different from every
other nation, other than perhaps Israel. Other nations may have
become Christian in their focus, but none was initially formed with
Christianity as the core of its DNA.
The church is to make known God's manifold wisdom to the world and
the powers of the air (see Eph. 2:2). This demonstration to the heavens
is not accomplished by speaking to those powers but through righteous
living. How we live opens or closes doors for Satan to legally afflict us
and even rule over us via leaders who do not know the ways of God.
From Adam and Eve through today, the actions of humankind have
given room for the enemy to strike and attack us. The only legal way the
enemy has access to us is when the hand of God lifts from us, resulting
in a space between Him and us. This space increases as we distance
ourselves from Him and His ways.
Anytime there is an increased distance between God and humanity, it
leaves room for attack to come and for principalities and powers of the
air (rulers of darkness) to take up residence. The longer dark powers
reside over an area, the more the people begin to call right wrong and
wrong right. Here in the United States, leaders arise from the people; in
other words, as the people believe and think, so do the leaders who rise
from their ranks. Eventually, the lines between right and wrong, as well
as [between] the holy and the profane, become blurred. The way to God
through Jesus and the cross is no longer seen as an absolute. In fact,
absolutes become touted as "intolerance" first in the world and then
even within the church. Yes, there are exceptions to this thinking within
the Church, but through compromise, the absolutes of heaven and
eternity are clearly evaporating.
God Can Fashion a Disaster
We are living in the days of Ezekiel and Jeremiah, who prophesied that
God can bring disaster on a nation if that nation continually chooses to
walk according to its own plans. God spoke this to Jeremiah:

"The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to
pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, if that nation against whom I
have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I thought
to bring upon it. And the instant I speak concerning a nation and
concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, if it does evil in My sight
so that it does not obey My voice, then I will relent concerning the good
with which I said I would benefit it.
"Now therefore, speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, saying, 'Thus says the Lord: "Behold, I am fashioning a
disaster and devising a plan against you. Return now every one from his
evil way, and make your ways and your doings good.
And they said, a... We will walk according to our own plans, and we will
every one obey the dictates of his evil heart" (Jer. 18:7-12, NKJV).
What Are Some Things That Are Coming?
What are some of the things/consequences that will come? In time,
water will be more expensive than oil, and cities will evacuate
thousands because there is not enough water to meet their needs. (As
Amos 4:7 says, "I made it rain on one city, I withheld rain from another
city.") Earthquakes not only will strike coastal areas but also will
devastate the Midwest. Israel will bomb Iran, and anti-Semitism will
escalate as fuel costs soar. A dirty bomb will explode in a coastal city.
There will be thunderstorms with huge hail, 24 inches of rain in 24
hours, three feet of snow in six hours, record-setting tornadoes with
winds of more than 350 miles per hour, and tornadoes in unusual
places. There will be an unexpected blight that will hit various hybrid
seed crops and weaken the yield. In addition, drought and devastation
from storms will dramatically cut into various harvests, and the national
food storage [supply] will deplete.
"Now therefore, speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, saying, 'Thus says the Lord: "Behold, I am fashioning a
disaster and devising a plan against you. Return now every one from his
evil way, and make your ways and your doings good

(Jer. 18:11).

Four Things the Church Must Do
First, the church must return to knowing God and His ways rather than
Just knowing about God. We have replaced power with programs,
revelation with administration and the Father's heart with
organizational skills.
Second, the church must learn how to contend for the faith again. We
are weak, and we fall away so easily when a crisis is not at hand. We
have not been tested, and we have lost our resolve. We understand
little of the adversary's plans. We do not know how to debate our faith
without becoming angry, and thus we have few strong, clear, godly
voices in political arenas. We have lost our witness--the witness that
convicts others and strongly testifies that God is still God and is very,

very real. We have lost the witness that demonstrates that God is a
personal God in a very impersonal world, the witness that says, "What I
do proves God exists."
Third, the church must return to the love of God's Word and the belief
that it is infallible and inerrant. This would include the conviction,
understanding and knowledge that God is absolute, and there is only
one way to know Him: through Jesus the Messiah. We need a new
revelation that God's power is unlimited, His knowledge is unending, His
presence is with us always and He never changes. We have made God
far too small, and our lives prove it.
Fourth, we will need to declare sacred and solemn assemblies of
repentance and corporate fasting in many parts of this nation--a time
set aside for rending our hearts before God.
"Now, therefore," says the Lord, 'Turn to Me with all your heart, with
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning." So rend your heart, and not
your garments; return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; and He relents from
doing harm. Who knows if He will turn and relent, and leave a blessing
behind Him--A grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord your
God?
Blow the trumpet in Zion, consecrate a fast, call a sacred assembly;
gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders,
gather the children and nursing babes; let the bridegroom go out from
his chamber, and the bride from her dressing room. Let the priests,
who minister to the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar; let
them say, "Spare Your people, 0 Lord" (Joel 2:12-17).
Crisis Is the Fruit of Following the Wrong God
God allows calamities to happen in order to draw us to Himself. What
does that mean? It means that God allows us to reap the fruit of that
which we serve. Walking in God's ways brings blessings and fullness of
life, while walking in the ways of the "god of this world" will bring the
fruit of the god of this world: decay, destruction, deterioration and
death. We make our choice, then the choice makes us. Sadly, we are
developing a history of wrong choices.
Throughout Scripture, when crises hit the people of God, they turned
their hearts to Him, and He heard and took action.
"Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to
you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all
your heart" (Jer. 29:12-13).
May the people of the United States seek the Lord ... and find Him.
Remember, we still have the promise that if we turn from our wicked
ways, God will heal our land.
To read John Paul Jackson's commentary about dealing with tough
times, click here.
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